For this issue we have been
abie to turn to the Miuister for

Supply  for  our  feature,
“What'’s Nev 17

On Januicv 13th the llon
Howard Peals, Q.C., made the
followin,r tatement to the Aus-
tralian Press:—

Austrasz beg developed and
is putticg nto production a
midget ral.. iransmitling and
receiving se that will reveln-
tionise field »ommunication un-
der actual ~ ,rfare conditions.

Jungle warfare in the islands
and wore rvecently In Malaya
showed that existing army radio
sels were anduly heavy for
fichting palrols to earry, that
too much tine was lost in trying
to establisk eontact with the
buse station and that the life of
the batteries was too short.

As a resqlt of intensive re-
search, the Department of Sup-
ply, working in  conjunction
with  Amalgamated  Wireless
(Australasia) Limited, has now
developed a lightweight radio
set that can be carried in ftwo
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ANSWER TO
JUNGLE WAR

A Yightweight radio station that ¢an
e carried in two pouches on 2
signaller's belt,

pouches on a signalier’s belt.

Prototype sets tested recently
in Malaya under actual fighting
conditions showed that:—

1. Weight has been halved.
The type i current use weighs
34 1b.: the new set weighs 17 1b.

2 Batteries have half the
weight and twice the life.

3. Time taken in establishing
contact with the base station
has been cut from 10 minutes
with present sets to 50 seconds
with the new set. Where it is
necessary to ereet an aerial in
heavy jungle country, the new
set is operating in two minuntes
compared with forly minutes
for the present equipment now
in nse. '

4. The frequency band of the
new set is twice as broad as in
sets now used. This enables sig-
nallers to establish eommunica-
tion quickly and elearly under
any weather conditions and
without variation as between
night and day.

Yervice chiefs believe the new
get could bring about a radical
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¢hange of tacties 1n Malaya. The
saving of time in establishing
eommunication may make all
the difference in capturing ban-
dits or letting them ship through
the net.

The new set has created con-
siderable interest among Service
Chiefs in Britain and America,
No set so light, eompaelt and
powerful has yet been developed
anywhere else In the free world
Experts believe the new Austra-
lian set may beecome widely used
by other countries.

A first order of 1400 sets cost-
ing £340 000 is now being made
for the Australian Army by
Amalgamated Wireless (Aus-
tralasia) Iiamited.
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Prototype sets were tested in
Malaya under actual fighting con-
ditions. 8¢ were our engineers. The
infantry thonght that if Hen Dean
went on a patrol with the old set
{70 1bs) it would prove a spur %o
greater efforts to reduce the weight
of the new set, It did!
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